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The Celestial Pole in Astronomical Mythology 
Knowledge of Axial Precession (According to Gerald Massey) 

 

The following excerpts come from Gerald Massey’s 1907 work, Ancient Egypt: The Light of the World. 
Added commentary, footnotes and title by D. Catherine. 
 

. . . [T]he earliest form of an enclosure in heaven called the Aarru [iArw] is 

depicted as a field of reeds, the habitat of the water-cow [hippopotamus], who 

brought forth Sut[/Set], her first-born bull, upon the summit in a field of reeds 

that rose above the waters at the station of the pole when this was represented 

by the bed of reeds. Thus the ancestral pair that were saved from the deluge by 

climbing up the reed-mountain, like the Navajo Indians, would derive their 

origin from the reed. The main significance of the reed as a symbol of the pole 

depends upon its being a plant that grows up through the water and flowers 

above the surface to present the type of an ark or station or other means of 

escape from the mythical water that flowed betwixt this world and the other. 

We have now to suggest that the seven stars of the rulers were neither in 

the Great Bear nor the Pleiades, but that they were the past representatives of 

Polaris [i.e. stella polaris ‘(the) pole star’]
1
 in the cycle of precession, and to 

show that the mystery of the seven stars in the drama of “revelation” was a 

mystery of the celestial heptanomis in the astronomical mythology. As we have 

seen, in various myths the land enclosed in the celestial sea was lost because the 

woman betrayed the secret of the waters, which then burst forth and overthrew 

the bulwarks that had been erected by the male, who in the Egyptian mythos 

was her son, the founder Sut. In other legends paradise was lost by the 

unwatchful dog. This, as the jackal, was the dog of Sut. Thus in one case the 

deluge was let in by the mother, and in another by the son, who were the primal 

pair as founders of the pole. Whilst in some parts of the world it was the dog (as 

typical guide) who let in the deluge, in Fiji it was the race of men that had tails 

like dogs who were destroyed by the deluge. In other legends mankind were 

changed into dogs after one of the several deluges. The Bonaks or root-diggers 

said the first Indians that ever lived were coyotes or prairie-dogs. 

                                                             
1 Take note that the fixed star α Ursae Minoris is only “Polaris” (a contraction of the Latin stella polaris) 
inasmuch as it is near the (perceived) celestial north “pole” and is the nearest, most prominent star to 
be identified as “pole star” (thus stella polaris) during this current stage in the circuit of axial 
precession (the slow, revolving axial tilt of the earth). But the star representative of the pole station 
(polaris) and the associated mythos doesn’t begin and end with the fixed star Alpha Ursae Minoris. 
Circa 3000 BCE, Stella Polaris was α Draconis (Thuban). Circa 15,000 BCE it was α Cygni (Deneb). Gerald 
Massey’s interest, in this instance, is archaeoastronomy and the related mythos that spans many 
thousands of years, and how the perennial station of the pole-star as polaris (not merely the current 
fixed star α Ursae Minoris) shifts to other prominent stars in the ongoing circuit of axial precession of 
approximately 25,800 years. It would perhaps be more fitting to say that, in the astronomical mythos, 
the station and mantle of “Polaris” (pole) is assumed or assimilated by different stars in the circuit of 
axial precession—much like the title, station and mantle of e.g. “King”, “Pope”, “Imam”, “Qutb” (Pole) 
or “Axis Mundi”, etc, is assumed by, and shifts from, person to person in the royal, religious or 
cosmological “cycles”. 
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The Chichimecs of South America are the dogs by name. In Africa these 

would have been totemic jackals. But without going back so far in time and 

space as the submergence of the southern pole and the declination and 

disappearance of its star below the horizon for those who travelled northward, 

there is another origin possible for the legend of the dog. The jackal or Egyptian 

dog was also constellated as the guide of ways in Sothis, and as Stella Polaris at 

the northern pole. As the planisphere of Denderah shows, the dog’s tail in which 

the pole-star Cynosura shines to-day was the tail of the jackal. 

Twenty-six thousand years ago the position was the same. The jackal of 

the mythos or dog of later legend was then the watcher in the circumpolar 

paradise or garden of the Tree. Now, whichever zootype represented the pole-

star of the period—hippopotamus, jackal, ape, bird, tortoise, or dragon 

(crocodile)—it might be held responsible for the loss of paradise or enclosure 

through letting in the waters. This would be rendered according to the mythical 

mode, and afterwards related in a legend or a folk-tale. In the precessional 

movement the celestial pole passed out of the jackal or dog into the group of 

stars now called Kepheus [Hindu Capuja, from Sanskrit kapi ‘ape’], the Ape-

God, when its stars alpha (Alderamin) and gamma (Alrai) were the respective 

pole-stars of 21,000 and 19,000 BCE.
2
 There were seven stations in the circle of 

precession, though one, as we have said, is omitted or unidentified in the 

diagram drawn by Piazzi Smythe, betwixt Herakles and Draconis, which we 

have tried to fill in with the male hippopotamus of Sut as a group of stars that 

included Clavis Corona, but only as a stop-gap. We now pass on to the Lesser 

Bear. In the Egyptian eschatology (Rit., [Book of the Dead] ch. 44, 2-3) the 

jackal Ap-uat [Wepwawet] represents a power of salvation from the drowning 

deep. In crossing the gulf of Putrata into which the helpless dead fall headlong 

and the sinking stars are swallowed by the dragon, the manes [soul in the 

afterlife] says, “Ap-uat lifteth me up.” This power is shown to be localized in 

the region of the pole by the speaker saying (after being saved by Ap-uat), “I 

hide myself among you, O ye stars that never set [ikhemu seku]”—that is, in the 

circumpolar paradise at the pole, where the jackal or the dog was the guide of 

ways.  

When the pole had passed from the constellation of Ursa Minor the 

power of salvation would have gone from the jackal to whatsoever type might 

represent Kepheus, and Ap-uat the guide as Cynosura [the Dog’s Tail] would no 

longer be looked up to as a deliverer from the drowning waters of the deep. 

Commentators on the Koran repeat the ancient traditions concerning the Adite 

ancestors of the Arab race. These were the giants or kings of prodigious size and 

stature, like the monstrous figures of the primitive constellations in the 

heptanomis. After the deluge these were changed into monkeys. Now the Arabs 

claim descent from one Kahten or Kaften the Adite, and Kaften in Egyptian is a 

name of the great ape that was one of the seven giants of the pole-star 

                                                             
2
 Massey was using the astronomical data/calculations available to him at the time (in the first decade 

of the twentieth century), so his dates often need some adjustment for accuracy. 
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constellations and a zootype of Shu, whom we identify with Kepheus. It is also 

said in the Codex Chimalpopoca that men were transformed into monkeys as 

the result of a deluge or great hurricane. As the pole was figured at seven 

successive stations in the heptanomis, it is possible that the Navajo Deluge myth 

contains a time-gauge. In this it is related that when “the men of a world before 

our own” were warned of an approaching flood they were living in “the third 

world” or station of the pole, and the place of refuge which they raised against 

the coming deluge was in “the fourth world” or station of the pole, which, 

according to the present reckoning, was in the constellation of Kepheus. The 

turkey just escaped, although the water was close enough after him to wet the 

tip of his tail. Now, it happens that the next position of the pole is in the 

constellation of the bird cygnus, also named the hen, the kite, and other forms of 

ornis. Moreover, the star Alpha was called Dzeneb in Arabic, or the tail. And 

this, according to the present reckoning, we consider to have been the fourth 

world or fourth of the seven stations of the pole. When the pole passed from the 

constellation Kepheus into Cygnus the swan it would give rise to a legend like 

that of the Gippsland blacks, who assert that the first lot of men were turned into 

ducks by the wicked moon. 

Cygnus the swan was known as Ornis the bird, the bird of Jupiter, and 

also as the kite. The kite is equivalent to the hawk in Egypt, and the “kite of 

Osiris” is mentioned in the Ritual [i.e. Book of the Dead] by the speaker, who is 

in the region of the glorious ones, the circumpolar gods or seven great khus. He 

is at the place of the balance, “which is maat,” the stellar point of equipoise, 

otherwise at the pole. He exclaims, “Here is the cycle of the gods and the kite of 

Osiris” (ch. 136 B). The name of Osiris may be a later insertion, but the kite 

remained, and this is a name for the constellation Cygnus or the Swan, the fifth 

of the seven pole-stars, beginning with Corona (or its equivalent) as the first. 

The pole-star was in the kite some seventeen thousand years ago. And here, says 

the speaker who has attained the summit of the mount, “here is the cycle of the 

gods and the kite (=cygnus) of Osiris.” 

Fourteen thousand years ago Polaris was the star Vega in the 

constellation now known as Lyra. Vega or Wega=Waki denotes the falling one. 

As vultur cadens it was the falling vulture. The Arabic name signifies the falling 

eagle, An-nasz-al-waki [an-nasr al-wāqiʿ] Now, the vulture as Egyptian can be 

identified with the pole and possibly as a pole-star. The leg constellation was a 

figure of the pole. It is mentioned in the Ritual (ch.149, 11th Aat, line 8) as the 

leg of the lake, and a co-type with the tree of the lake on which the glorified 

spirits alighted in the form of birds, and there is a chapter in the Ritual for 

assuming the form of a vulture and perching on the leg, a landing-place 

equivalent to the pole. “I am the divine vulture,” says the speaker, “who is on 

the leg” or the pole. And a star known as the vulture stationed on the leg of the 

pole must be Polaris. We see that some fourteen thousand years ago the pole 

was in the constellation Lyra, and the pole-star was the “falling vulture” Vega. 

This may have a bearing on the legend of the vulture in the Mexican tradition of 
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the deluge. It is related of the American Noah, named Coxcox or Tezpi, that he 

made a bark or, still more primitively, a raft, with which he saved himself, his 

wife, and children from the overwhelming waters of the deluge. When the god 

Tezcatlipoca decreed that the waters should retire, Tezpi sent forth a vulture 

from the bark. The bird did not return, but stayed to feed upon the bodies of the 

drowned. He sent out the hummingbird, which came back with a leafy branch in 

its beak. Then Tezpi, seeing that land was visible and growing verdant, left his 

ark upon the Mount of Culhuacan. This was the mountain of the seven caves in 

which the seven giants or great spirits dwelt. The name denotes the mountain 

that leans over at the summit, as it is depicted in the Aztec documents, a picture 

of the pivot toppling over with the change of pole-star. 

If we suppose the change to have been made and the deluge to have 

occurred when the pole-star was shifted from a Cygnus to the constellation Lyra 

the next pole-star would be the vulture, which afterwards became the falling 

one. Thus the vulture indicated the new land that was growing green across the 

water of the deluge, the mount on which another landing-place was found; 

another altar was erected, and the sacrifice was offered up upon the summit of 

the mount by those who had escaped the great calamity, as it was mythically 

represented, whether the mount might be Colhuacan, Tulan, Annu, Ararat, 

Nizir, or Meru. And a pole-star known as the vulture would in the course of 

precession become the “vulture falling” whose “fall” is chronicled in the name 

of vulture cadens. [. . .] The Arabic name for the “falling vulture” was also the 

“falling eagle.” 

And in some of the legends it is the eagle that foretells the coming 

deluge. A myth of the Pima Indians relates that a prophet was warned by the 

eagle of a vast cataclysm or deluge then at hand; but the prophet took no heed, 

and the waters came that overwhelmed the world. This also we might call the 

deluge that occurred when the pole passed from its station in Cygnus into that of 

the eagle or vulture. 

The legend of the eagle is also extant amongst the Kamilaroi [or 

Gamilaraay] of Australia, who tell of a deluge from which two human beings 

only made their escape by climbing up a tree. And here the deluge is attributed 

to Pundjel, the eagle-hawk. The tree we understand to be a figure of the pole. 

Williams tells us that “the highest point of Koro Island has a name connected 

with the idea of a bird sitting there and lamenting over the submerged island.” It 

is said in a chant, “the quiqui laments over Koro because it is lost” (Nat. Gen., 

vol. II, p. 241). Thus the eagle is one of the seven constellations of the pole-

stars, and in the ancient British mythology the eagle is one of the seven Welsh 

old ones of the world, called the eagle of Gwernabwy, who perched upon the 

rock he found there, pecking every evening at the stars. There he is said to have 

remained until the rock was worn down to the height of a man’s palm [i.e. as the 

pole entered into the constellation of the Man=Hercules?]. Such legends we 

suggest originated when the rock of the pole was in the constellation of the 
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Eagle, which represented one of the old ones of the seven pole-stars or rulers of 

the pole. 

The earth is sometimes described as having been created on the back of a 

tortoise, and when the tortoise sank in the water there was an overwhelming 

deluge. A Mandan medicine-man told Catlin that the earth was a tortoise 

carrying dirt upon its back (Nat. Gen., vol. II, p. 195). The mother of beginnings 

is portrayed in a legend of the Tuscarora Indians as an enceinte female in 

labour=Apt [Ipet/Ipy/Reret] the pregnant hippopotamus goddess, who sank from 

an upper region and was received on the back of a tortoise which had a little 

earth upon its back, and this became an island upon which she bore twin sons, 

who correspond to the Egyptian Sut and Horus, and then passed away. The 

tortoise was a zootype of the earth itself amidst the waters of space, which was 

repeated as a figure of land or the landing-place in the heavens at the pole. It 

was once an Egyptian sign of the balance or scales in the zodiac at the point of 

equipoise where the land emerged from the deluge of the Nile. The tortoise was 

likewise a type of the constellation Lyra [the first or typical lyre instrument 

being made from a tortoise shell], in which the star Vega was the Stella Polaris 

fourteen thousand years ago (W. H. Higgins, Stars and Constellations, pp. 22, 

23). 

In the signs of the North American Indians a landing after a voyage is 

typified by a tortoise. Those who found safety from the deluge on the turtle’s 

back or on the tortoise would reckon their descent from the mountain of the pole 

when it was stationed in the constellation of the Tortoise or Lyra. Thus the 

Delaware Indians gave precedence to their turtle clan because it descended from 

the great original tortoise, not from any common turtle. The Iroquois turtle clan 

are likewise descended from a great fat turtle which threw off its shell and 

gradually developed into a man. This is exactly what did occur when the tortoise 

Lyra sank in the waters or the turtles were drowned, and the typical man was 

created at the next station of the pole [i.e. the constellation of the 

Man=Hercules]. If we suppose the end of the period to have come for the pole 

to move out of Cygnus into the constellation Lyra or the Tortoise, the next 

landing-stage in the course of precession, the end was with the submergence of 

the pole-star or a deluge; and those who escaped from drowning when this 

station of the pole in Cygnus went under naturally sought a place of safety on 

the back of the tortoise or its co-type the turtle. Evidently this was what did 

occur when the deluge took place in the myth of Manabozho. The deluge was 

let in by the “black serpent monster,” the representative of evil in physical 

phenomena. “At the island of the turtle or tortoise was Manabozho, the 

grandfather of men and beings.” As he was born creeping, he is “ready to move 

and dwell in turtle land.” Then “the men and beings” all go forth together “on 

the flood of waters, moving afloat everywhere seeking the back of the turtle.” 

“All together on the back of the turtle then, the men were altogether. Much 

frightened, Manabozho prayed to the turtle that he would make all well again. 

Then the waters ran off: it was dry on mount and plain, and the great evil went 
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elsewhere by the path of the cave.” (Nat. Gen., vol. II, pp. 180, 181.) According 

to the Mexican version, there were seven caves in the celestial mount, which 

answer to the seven stations of the pole. One of these was the cave of the turtle. 

In another account that was preserved in pictographs it is the turtles that declare 

war on Manabozho and produce the deluge. Manabozho first carried his 

grandmother to the summit of a lofty mountain. He himself climbed to the top 

of the tallest pine tree and waited until the waters had subsided. Then he created 

an island which supported him and became a new world. This was the new 

station of the pole, and the tallest pine was the tree of the pole that was planted 

or re-erected in heaven when the flood [the declination of the previous pole-star] 

was over. 

One of the most striking survivals is that of the tortoise and its legend 

connected with the deluge in the religious ceremonies of the Indians. They say, 

“The world was once a great tortoise, borne on the waters and covered with 

earth. One day a tribe of white men had made holes in the earth to a great depth 

whilst digging for badgers; at length they pierced the shell of the tortoise, and it 

sank.” The deluge followed, and drowned all the men but one, who saved 

himself in a boat, and when the earth re-emerged, he sent out a dove which 

returned to him with a branch of willow in its beak. The tortoise was a Mandan 

image of the ark in which people were preserved from the waters at the time of 

the deluge. That is, according to the ancient wisdom, when the pole was resting 

in the constellation of the Tortoise, after the deluge that drowned the land and 

submerged the mount in Cygnus or the Swan. There is no hint of the turtle in the 

planisphere, but the turtle and tortoise are equivalent and interchangeable types, 

and there is a tortoise in the heavens. The Arabic name of the constellation Lyra 

is the Tortoise, and but for the shell of the tortoise there would have been no 

Lyre. Some sixteen or seventeen thousand years ago the celestial pole passed 

out of the constellation Cygnus or bird, and a new guide-star was established as 

Vega in Lyra. In other words, when Cygnus sank the tortoise or the turtle 

offered its broad back for a landing place amid the waters of the deluge. Other 

of the American Indian tribes claim that their primeval home was in the old 

turtle land=the island of the tortoise. The Lenni-Lenape or Delaware Indians 

sing the song of the flood. In this it is related that the Being born creeping and 

the men all went forth from the deluge swimming afloat in the deep or crawling 

in the shallow water. Taking refuge on the back of the turtle or tortoise, when 

read astronomically according to the movement in precession, agrees with the 

passage of the pole out of Cygnus into the constellation of the Tortoise. 

The Samoans tell a tale of the woman and child who were transformed, 

and afterward came to the people of the village, when called for, in the shape of 

turtles (Turner, Samoa p. 108). This is a co-type with the tortoise; and when the 

pole passed from the sign of Cygnus, the new-born child would be brought forth 

by the old mother in the shape of a tortoise or a turtle, in accordance with the 

mythical mode of re-peopling the planisphere. Thus the primal pair would be 

said to have been changed into turtles, as the folk that dated from the period 
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when the pole was in the tortoise or turtle and who were affiliated to the power 

above, the “big brother,” the tortoise or turtle that never died, as the totemic 

tortoises. The “great original,” whether of the turtles or hippopotami, crocodiles 

or jackals, apes or vultures, and finally of men, was [configured] in the heavens 

on one or other of the mountains or islands that represented the seven stations, 

nomes, or seven heavens of the pole in the celestial heptanomis. The Hindu 

drawings (Moor’s Hindu Pantheon, pl. 49) show a form of the pole or central 

conical peak that rests upon the tortoise, which, as here interpreted, denotes the 

pole-star in the constellation Lyra, that was otherwise known as the Tortoise. 

The tortoise supporting the pole in the shape of a tree=mount or island 

standing in the water is also a Japanese figure of the sustaining power at the 

pole. In the temple of Meaco there is a Japanese representation of a tortoise in 

the water at the bottom of a tank or artificial well, with a tree springing up from 

the back of the tortoise. Thus the abyss of the waters, the earth at the bottom of 

the abyss, and the tree of the pole are uniquely imaged in one picture. 

There was a tortoise-headed god in Egypt who has left his likeness in the 

tombs, but nothing else is known of him. The animal itself was a type of 

immobility, therefore of sloth or fixity, as a representative of the pole. In a 

Chinese myth the island of Pung-Lai was brought one day in all its mass by the 

tortoise. A tortoise or turtle appearing from the waters of earth was appropriate, 

as it was primitive, to image the bit of land emerging from the waters of the 

firmament. This, however, was the mythical not cosmical earth that was 

supported by the tortoise amid the waters. The tortoise beneath the tree or the 

mound shows it was not our earth that is supposed to rest or to have been 

formed upon its back in the beginning. It is possible for the tortoise or turtle as a 

type of the earth itself to get mixed up in the irresponsible legends with the 

tortoise or turtle as an astronomical figure. Still the earth, as turtle, never was 

submerged by the mythical deluge, whereas the tortoise or turtle that was a type 

of station in the celestial water did sink down when that particular station of the 

pole was overwhelmed. 

Some fourteen thousand years ago the pole in Lyra or the Tortoise 

corresponded to the vernal equinox in Leo [Correction: Virgo c. 12,000 BCE]. 

This is probably connoted in a plate of Lajard’s Mithra, where the zodiacal lion 

is found with the star Radiatartakhu or Lammergeier=Vega as Polaris in Lyra 

(pl. 56, 3). 

An instructive example of the way in which the astronomical mythos 

may dislimn and lose its shape in later legend is apparent in the curious 

narrative found on a cuneiform tablet in the British Museum. This has been 

called “the revolt in heaven” which occurred at some time before the creation of 

man. The angelic host has previously existed in a state of perfect harmony. “The 

god of holy songs, lord of religion and worship, had seated a thousand singers 

and musicians, and established a choral band who to this hymn were to respond 

in multitude.” “The divine being, god of the bright crown, spoke three times the 

commencement of a psalm. With a loud cry of contempt they broke up his holy 
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song, spoiling, confounding his hymn of praise.” Then the god of the bright 

crown “stopped their service, and sent them to the gods who were his enemies” 

and prohibited their return. “In their room he created mankind.” This is a legend 

of the angels so called who fell from heaven, and of whom it is said in the book 

of Jude, “They kept not their own habitations” (Jude. vi). These in the book of 

Enoch are the seven stars which transgressed the commandment of God and 

came not in their proper season; and therefore they were bound and cast out 

until the time of the last judgment (Enoch, XVIII. XXI. XXII). It is said in the 

cuneiform text, “May the god of divine speech expel from his five thousand 

those who in the midst of his heavenly song had shouted evil blasphemies,” and 

the translator argues that there were but five thousand. But another reading is 

possible. There may have been six thousand altogether. For instance, in the 

Cuthean story of creation there is an allusion to another legend of the seven 

powers. It is said the progeny of Tiamat “grew up in the midst of the mountains 

and became heroes and increased in number.” “Seven kings who were brethren 

appeared as begetters. Six thousand in number were their armies” (col. 1), and 

these we take to have included the five thousand loyal angels, “his five 

thousand” from whom the rebel thousand are to be excluded thenceforth and for 

ever as the sixth thousand. 

It is said of the god Ashur that he had seen the malice of those gods who 

deserted their allegiance to raise a rebellion, and “he refused to go forth with 

them.” In one character Ashur is known to have been a representative of the 

pole; and according to the present interpretation he was the god of the coming 

pole-star, the seventh in our reckoning, the one that had not fallen away from 

the true pole. This would apply if Ashur at the time was a representative of the 

seventh polar power, the one that remained true whilst one thousand of the six 

thousand has risen in rebellion. As we interpret the mythos, the choral band who 

sang the hymn of praise, one thousand in number, are the sixth thousand of the 

six thousand corresponding to the sixth of the seven stars or stations in 

precession. At the time of the change from the sixth pole-star to the seventh the 

revolt of the thousand that was sixth in the series coincided with the falling 

away of the sixth star from the true eternal pole. Ashur as the seventh remained 

the god seven, who is re-born as the child considered to be the eighth; he 

refused to go forth with the one thousand of the past pole-star. And now follows 

the statement, “In their room, he, the god of the bright crown (i.e. the solar 

deity), created mankind.” This, the seventh creation, we associate with the 

passage of the pole into the constellation Herakles, or the Man. The “lyre” 

imaged in the constellation Lyra had been fashioned from the muscles torn from 

Sut by Horus during the war in heaven. Thus the condition of harmony 

represented by the lyre, harp, or lute corresponds to the avocations of the 

thousand who are expelled from companionship with the other five thousand 

and who are described as “a thousand singers and musicians.” These we now 

suggest were the denizens of “Lyra,” whose lapse in allegiance is attributable to 

the falling away of the pole-star when the pole was passing out of that 
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constellation into the sign of Herakles in which occurred the creation of man. It 

is a saying of Orpheus, reported by Plato, that “in the sixth creation closes the 

order of song” (Plato, Philebus, 66). That is, according to the present reckoning, 

when the pole passed out of the constellation Lyra into Herakles or the Man. 

In the Bundahish, the deluge or a deluge takes place in heaven before the 

creation of man on earth. This saying can be read for the first time on the theory 

that man was the latest of seven creations, and that the man figured in heaven 

was the seventh in the series as a ruler of the pole and pole-star. Thus 

interpreted, there had been six deluges prior to the creation of man. Both in the 

book of Genesis and in the Bundahish the prototypal pair are created “man.” 

Ahura-Mazda says to Mashya and Mashyoi, “You are man.” “You are the 

ancestry of the world.” They were now the ancestors with a human soul instead 

of the earlier elemental soul of life in water, air, earth, heat, plant, or animal; 

otherwise stated, the descent was now traced to the divine man or father in 

heaven instead of to Seb [or Geb] the god of earth, who was the representative 

of vegetation, and the gnosis was now applied on the scale of the Great Year. 

The Tlascatans say that after their deluge those who had been previously 

changed into monkeys were afterwards transformed into men. Now, if the 

hypothesis here put forth holds good, that the six zootypes and one human being 

were set in the circle of precession, it follow that at the time the pole passed into 

the constellation of Herakles or “the Man,” the deluge took place when the 

tortoises, the apes, and other forms of the zootypes were transformed into 

human beings. This would correspond perfectly to the seventh creation in the 

later legends, which was the creation of mankind. 

If we take the oldest record in the world, the Egyptian, we shall find that 

in the mythology the creation of man was the latest. Amongst the seven 

primordial powers one alone is human. In the constellation figures man is 

scarcely to be found. Not until the time of Seb was the producing power of earth 

portrayed as male. Not until the time of Atum-Ra is the divinity impersonated in 

the form of a perfect man. Earth had been hugely imaged as a pregnant 

hippopotamus, a sow as the suckler, a goose that laid the egg for food, a 

sloughing serpent that was an image of self-renewal, but not by man as the 

measure of all things, including the elemental forces and powers of external 

nature. And not until the image of man had been adopted as a type of divinity in 

place of the totemic zootypes could men have traced their descent from man in 

the mythology. This occurs in Egypt when the hippopotamus of Sut, the 

crocodile of Sebek, the lion of Shu, the ibis of Taht, the beetle of [Kheper-]Ptah 

were followed by the human likeness that was perfected and divinized in Tum 

or Atum, the original of Adam. In the Egyptian language the word tum signifies 

man, mankind, created man. The Egyptians also called themselves the Ruti, or 

the men; the race par excellence, in contradistinction to the bulls, lions, 

crocodiles, serpents, apes, jackals, hawks, and other of the zootypes in 

totemism. They had attained this stage at the beginning of monumental times. 

Man, the human being, was preeminently the creation of Atum-Ra, the father-
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god. Various names of races signify man, or the men. The name of the Inoit, the 

Ainu, and other primitive folk means man, or the men [compare the Southern 

African Khoi-Khoi “men (of) men” or “true people”]. Descent from woman 

under the matriarchate had been represented by the zootypes, and when the 

fatherhood was individualized the human descent was from man. The birthland 

of man on high was figured astronomically as the island or nome or bit of earth, 

which was a station of the pole-star in the constellation of Herakles or the Man, 

from thirteen thousand to eleven thousand years ago, at the end of which time 

the great deluge caused the destruction of mankind. Instead of the races that 

were imaged by pre-human and totemic types, the tortoises, the apes, the birds, 

the dogs, it was now “the men” who were drowned in the last great deluge of all, 

when the pole-star in the Man or Herakles went under [and also marking a shift 

to an emerging predominance of the solar mythos and the sun or solar force as 

principal or sovereign celestial force; also a corresponding shift in focus from 

the north-south celestial axis to the east-west celestial axis, ecliptic astral 

phenomena (especially the vernal equinox in Leo) and horizon astral 

phenomena on the east(rising)-west(setting) axis. It should be reiterated that this 

marks an emerging shift in focus and sovereignty at the time (likely earlier 

founded on the polar sovereignty and time cycles pertaining to the Great Year), 

not necessarily a point of origin of solar mythos in general or observed ecliptic 

phenomena]. 

It is stated in the Chimalpopoca MS. that the creator produced his work 

in successive epochs, man being made from the dust of earth on the seventh day. 

Here again man is created or comes into existence in the last of seven periods, 

whatsoever the length of time or significance assigned to the cycle, which is one 

day in the book of Genesis and three thousand seven hundred and fourteen years 

in the astronomical mythology. In all the versions of the seven creations that of 

man was last. This is repeated when the mount or island of man is last of the 

celestial seven stations in the heptanomis. Now we can say the final word 

concerning “the destruction of mankind” in the great deluge of all, which put an 

end to the heaven in seven divisions that preceded the eight, the nine, the ten, 

and the twelve. At the ending in time when Vega in Lyra (the vulture and 

tortoise) ceased to be the pole-star, there was a deluge and subsidence of land at 

the pole and a change of star. The races drowned in this and previous deluges 

were totemic, therefore pre-human, therefore the predecessors of man in the 

astronomical mythology, the marchen, and legendary lore. Six races had been 

destroyed in half-a-dozen deluges before it came to the “destruction of 

mankind” that was memorized and mythically rendered in the Egyptian deluge 

when the pole-star was washed under in the constellation of the Man, the one of 

seven mighties, now for the first time in the human form. This is the one star 

group in all the heavens [at the time] that was figured as “the man,” the last of 

the seven rulers of the pole, corresponding at this point to the attainment of the 

human image in the last of seven so-called creations, which is that of 

Adam=Atum in the zodiac just where the Sekhet-Aarru or garden of Eden has 



 

 
decipherblogsite.wordpress.com 

been localized in the solar, which followed and completed the lunar and stellar 

mythos. Thus we can roughly trace the point at which the last of seven pole-

stars coincided with the creation of man in heaven which was succeeded by the 

creation of Atum=Adam (or man) at the point of a new beginning in the zodiac. 

Such types of the pole-stars as the tortoise or vulture (in Lyra), the swan, 

the lesser bear (or jackal and the dragon), were figures of those creations which 

preceded that of the man who was mythical and astronomical. The Samoans 

relate that Tangaloa was the originator of men. He is their god in the height, or 

the eighth heaven. As a primitive way of saying how plucky he was and of 

showing how the eight powers, seven plus one, were all combined in him, he is 

called “eight-livered Tangaloa.” A temple was built for him and termed the 

house of the gods, which was carefully shut up all round, and therefore is 

equivalent to Am-Khemen, the Egyptian enclosure of the eight great gods. 

These characteristics identify Tangaloa as deity of the pole and as eighth to the 

seven earlier powers. Now Tangaloa is said to have come over the ocean with a 

crew of seven others in a canoe, and to have taken up his abode in the bush 

inland of the settlement. Here the migration is the same as that of the 7+1 Kami, 

the 7+1 Kabiri, the 7+1 Toltecs, the 7+1 with Arthur in the ark. The migration 

in each instance is purely mythical, and the data are simply astronomical. 

Lastly, descent from the mount or mound, the tree or the papyrus-reed, the 

enclosure or paradise of the pole, was followed in the Semitic versions of the 

deluge legends by a descent of the human race from the ark which was stranded 

on the mountain top of Nizir or Ararat. The ark of Nnu had then been built to 

float upon the waters of the firmament and to be figured in the ascending stars 

of Argo-Navis. This is the ark with eight on board, four females and four males, 

which was indefinitely later than the boat of the Mexican primal pair or the 

papyrus-reed of the four brothers in Egypt. 

When the seventh station of the pole subsided, the seventh island of 

Atlantis sank, and all the seven were reckoned then to be overthrown in the 

celestial waters. Under the other figure of the mount, the seven mountains now 

were totally submerged. This complete catastrophe is described by Enoch, who 

identifies the seven mountains with the seven stars and the seven great spirits. 

He likewise gives the reason for their overthrowal. “I beheld seven stars, like 

great blazing mountains, and like spirits (the Kemite khus are spirits), entreating 

me.” The stars are those which “came not in their proper season” (ch. 18). 

Again, “I beheld seven stars of heaven bound together like great mountains” 

(ch. 21, 3). Their crime is that they “transgressed the commandment of the most 

high.” Therefore they are bound until the time of the great judgment and the 

consummation or end of all things, which we shall find particularly recorded in 

the book of Revelation. From thirteen thousand to eleven thousand years ago 

[correction: twelve thousand to ten thousand years ago] the vernal equinox was 

passing through the Lion sign. Pari passu in the movement of precession, the 

north celestial pole was leaving its station in Lyra, or the tortoise, and passing 

into the sign of Herakles or the Man. Thus the creation of man or Atum in the 
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zodiac can be partially paralleled in the cycle of precession at a certain station of 

the pole in the constellation of the heavenly man, who is Atum or Adam in the 

astronomical mythology. All the conjunctions, the mythical characters, the 

scenery of this beginning—the Great Bear, sun, moon, and seven stars, together 

with the inundation—met in that sign and were constituted a fixture for two 

thousand one hundred and fifty-five years. 

Ten thousand seven hundred and seventy-five years ago [correction: c. 

9500 years ago] the equinox began to move out of the Lion sign into that of the 

Crab, and then and there a legendary catastrophe occurred. This was the 

conclusion of an astronomical period which, like the year in Egypt, ended with a 

deluge. It occurred eight thousand two hundred and seventy-five years before 

the date of the conversation in Egypt betwixt Solon and the Hir-Seshta, and 

seven hundred and thirty-five years short of the nine thousand, but near enough 

when we are dealing with round numbers. The astronomical facts were so well 

known that in speaking of the inundation at the end of the cycle it was foretold 

that the “deluge would take place when the heart of the Lion entered the first 

minute of the Crab’s head at the declination of the star”—that is, the star 

Regulus, the law-giver, in the Lion sign. At this point of readjustment the great 

deluge of all was marked by the submergence of the last of the seven pole-stars 

in “the Man” just when the shifting of the pole coincided with a deluge as a 

typical ending in the solar zodiac. For when the heaven of Atum-Ra was 

established on the four corners, the typical ending previously marked by the 

changing pole-stars was duplicated in the zodiac by the precession of the 

equinoxes, and both went on together in two modes of measuring the 

movement. As the type of an ending in time, a mythical deluge occurred when a 

pole-star was submerged in the celestial waters, and the great deluge of all took 

place at the end of the cycle in precession called the Great Year of the World. It 

was mythically rendered as the sinking of Atlantis in seven islands which 

represented the seven astronomes in the celestial heptanomis. The last “great 

deluge of all” is the subject of the story told to Solon by the priests of Sais. Of 

this, and the conflagration that was caused by the fall of Phaethon, they sagely 

said, “This takes the form of a myth, but in reality it signifies a declination of 

the bodies moving round the earth in the heavens.” 

The astronomers knew that the deluge was mythical and the myth was 

astronomical, whether the end of the particular period was represented by fire or 

by flood. Moreover, this greatest deluge can be approximately dated. Plato’s 

account of what the priests of Egypt said to Solon identifies the “great deluge of 

all” as having occurred about nine thousand years before that time” i.e. about 

9600 B.C., or eleven thousand five hundred years ago. That date was given by 

the Egyptian priests with particular precision. [Although, more precisely, the 

declination of Hercules/Man occurred c. 7600 BCE, but that did still coincide 

with the shift from Leo/Regulus to Cancer on the ecliptic; whereas the 

establishment of the Man constellation as polar sovereign—at least during that 

particular cycle of the Great Year—occurred c. 9600 BCE]. They said the city 
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of Sais had been founded eight thousand years before the time when Solon was 

in Egypt. After carefully examining their sacred registers, they told him that the 

city of Sais was eight thousand years old, and that it was founded a thousand 

years after the cataclysm called the “great deluge of all.” In their account we get 

to the bottom of the “lost Atlantis.” According to the present diagnosis, then, the 

primary pole-star in the northern heaven may be Clava Coronae, the key of the 

crown [Corona Borealis? – unlikely, despite the name; it is possible that the 

original ‘crown’ alluded to the ring of successive pole-stars in the circuit of 

axial precession?], when this was in the enormous constellation of the male 

hippopotamus—that is, of Sut, the firstborn of the female hippopotamus. [See 

also the proposed original Bear constellation in The Stellar ‘Great Bear’ of the 

Palaeolithic Era]. Polaris in its second form was the star Alpha in the Dragon. 

The third station was in the Lesser Bear, the fourth in Kepheus, the fifth in 

Cygnus the Swan, the sixth in Lyra or the Tortoise, the seventh in Herakles or 

Man. Each of these in turn had been a station of the pole, a landing-place for 

foothold in the firmamental waters; each had been the sufferer from a deluge at 

the declination of the pole and consequent change of pole-star. Hence the 

number of deluge legends in the astronomical mythology, including “the great 

deluge of all” as the last of the seven. If we take the length of the Great Year in 

round numbers at twenty-six thousand years, and divide the total into seven 

equal parts, this gives some three thousand seven hundred and fourteen years as 

the time for the pole to rest in each of the seven signs. Six thousand years ago 

the pole-star was in Draconis. Three thousand seven hundred and fourteen years 

earlier the pole had entered the Hippopotamus (or Crown), and three thousand 

seven hundred and fourteen years earlier still it was in the constellation of 

Herakles or the Man. [The dates need to be adjusted here, but the point about 

precession still stands]. 

Thus, eleven thousand four hundred and twenty-eight years B.C. the pole 

was represented by the last of the seven pole-stars in the constellation of the 

Man. The end of the Great Year determined by the great deluge of all then 

occurred in that sign, according to the Egyptian account, about 9600 B.C., or 

nine thousand in round numbers, with various surpluses to be added in the total 

reckoning [Adjust for correct timescale]. Naturally, the deluge that destroyed 

mankind instead of the totemic tortoises, jackals and dogs, vultures and swans, 

apes, crocodiles and hippopotami, occurred when the pole was in or was passing 

from the isle of the Man. Thenceforth the deluge would be looked on as a literal 

destruction of the human race, and was so construed in the Semitic legends, as 

it still is by the Christian clergy. This is but the rough sketch of a pioneering 

pen. Greater exactitude in dates must be left to the scientific astronomer who 

may have mastered the mythology. My suggestion is that one Great Year in the 

circle of precession was reckoned to have been ended with the passing of the 

pole from the constellation of Herakles eleven thousand years ago, which is near 

as need be, for the present purpose, to the time assigned by the Egyptian priests 

for the sinking of the lost Atlantis in the last great deluge of all. 
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